
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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The Need, Quest and Answer for Personal Perfection 
Hebrews 7:11-28 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Because Jesus is of the line of Melchizedek, He is better than the line of Levi.  Before I knew the 
Lord Jesus Christ as my great high priest who stood in my place before the Father, I was 
confronted by the idea that if and when I stood before God and gave an account of my life that 
I would come up short.  I knew I was imperfect.  It was then I gave up my own effort and 
received His.  I remember those initial days of feeling free and liberated. 
 
In time, however, through failure and my continued ongoing inability to measure up to the 
expectations placed on me by others through a misreading of the biblical text and perhaps 
unrealistic expectations of myself, I was once more feeling imperfect.  In time, God revealed 
Himself once more to me and showed me how not only in my initial justification, but in my 
ongoing sanctification, His perfection is sufficient in my inability or imperfection.  Just as I 
need not worry about my relationship with God in my justification, so also I need not worry 
about my relationship with God in my sanctification. 
 
This same message of completion in Christ is preached by the author of Hebrews.  Some were 
teaching that Jesus was necessary for justification, but He was not enough for sanctification.  
Others were teaching that Jesus was simply more of the same and in fact inadequate in 
comparison with the past. 
 
The message of Hebrews is the perfection of the person and work of Jesus Christ in behalf of 
His people.  In Him we have been made complete (Col. 2:10).  Friends, the author of Hebrews 
seeks to show us how Jesus Christ is the last and only Great High Priest.  
 
Our present passage sits inside of a larger passage running from Chapter 5:1 through 7:28.  It 
can be broken into three sections. 
 

• Hebrews 5:1-10 – Through Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is appointed High Priest by God 
o Hebrews 5:11-6:20 – an exhortation to believe this 

• Hebrews 7:1-10 – Through Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is superior to the Levitical 
priesthood 

 
o The history of Melchizedek (vv. 1-3) 
o The significance of Melchizedek (vv. 4-10)  

� Melchizedek received tithes from Abraham (vv. 4-6a) 
� Melchizedek blessed Abraham (vv. 6b-7) 
� Melchizedek's service was not affected by death (v. 8) 
� Even Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek (vv. 9-10) 

 

• Hebrews 7:11-28 – Through Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is superior to the Aaronic line. 
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One of the difficulties we will have is seeking to find something that isn’t there.  The intent of 
the author is rather simple, “Jesus Christ is in the line of Melchizedek.”  The point isn’t 
Melchizedek.  The point is Jesus is better than the Aaronic and Levitical lines. 
 
Remember Hebrews 7:23-25 and Hebrews 8:1? 
 

23 The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death 
from continuing, 24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood 
permanently. 25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since 
He always lives to make intercession for them. (Heb. 7:23-25) 
 
1 Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, (Heb. 8:1) 

 
This is the point.  Let us not forget Him.  There is an enormous ground swell and build up of 
just how magnificent Jesus Christ is in becoming the guarantee of a better covenant.  For the 
sake of simplicity I’ve broken the passage into three sections. 
 
First, there is the question of perfection (v. 11).   
 
How are we to understand the idea of perfection?  To what is the author referring?  Let us 
listen in on how Adam Clarke explains the thought of perfection. 
 

The word τελειωσιϖ, as we have before seen, signifies the completing or finishing of any thing, so as to 
leave nothing imperfect, and nothing wanting.  Applied here to the Levitical priesthood, it signifies the 
accomplishment of that for which a priesthood is established, viz.: giving the Deity an acceptable service, 
enlightening and instructing the people, pardoning all offences, purging the conscience from guilt, 
purifying the soul and preparing it for heaven, and regulating the conduct of the people according to the 
precepts of the moral law.  This perfection never came, and never could come, by the Levitical law; it 
was the shadow of good things to come, but was not the substance.  It represented a perfect system, but 
was imperfect in itself.  It showed that there was guilt, and that there was an absolute need for a 
sacrificial offering to atone for sin, and it typified that sacrifice; but every sacrificial act under that law 
most forcibly proved that it was impossible for the blood of BULLS and GOATS to take away sin 
[Emphasis added].1 

 
Something is assumed by the author/reader we need to address.  I will address an 
understanding of the Law by asking a question, “What is the purpose of the Law?” 
 

1. The Law is a part of God’s ongoing revelation of who He is and who we are.  The Law 
was not a barrier or obstacle; the Law revealed God and invited His people to seek 
Him.  It is for this reason His people love His Law (Ps. 19). 

2. Although the Law was an object of affection, it was also an element of frustration 
since the Adam within the individual chaffs under its direction. 

3. The Law is a part of a seamless Story.  What is often viewed as discontinuity is 
actually a seamless Story (Luke 24:27, 44). 

4. In the outworking of God’s Story, it is one of the chapters.  There are preceding 
chapters and they are chapters to follow (Gal. 3:15-4:1ff). 
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To make the Law an end, rather than a means to the end would be a misapplication of the 
Law’s intent.  Here is where the religious establishment in the days of our Lord went array.  
The Law could no more bring about perfection than one might have deafening silence, an 
irregular pattern or a forward retreat.  
 
Yet what is this “perfection” spoken of?  In the argument of Hebrews the author continues to 
show the deficiency of the one in contrast to the fulfillment found in the other.  Everything up 
to Jesus Christ was lacking.  It is not necessarily the deficient produced by sin, but that 
deficiency intrinsic to something, anything created.  It is the intrinsic lack found in shadow.  It 
is for this reason shadow can never provide; it can only point.  Shadow is an empty cistern 
incapable of providing life.  Everything outside of God is intrinsically deficient.  Only God is 
self-sufficient and eternal. Everything else speaks of want.  Yet the purpose of God in the Book 
of Hebrews and within the larger Story is redemptive.  There is gnawing within the inner most 
essence of humanity a deficiency crying out for address.  Something is lacking, something 
gnaws at our inner most soul.  How might we remove from us this deficiency?  Is there 
anything we might do to undo the blight, to erase the strike against us?  To what or to whom 
might we turn for help, for deliverance? 
 
There is a way; there is a perfection that answers the need.  But it is not the Law and the 
system prescribed that answers the echo within.  To continue clinging to the Law is to embrace 
the smoke of an extinguished flame.  There is something more; there is someone more. 
 
Yet in the first century the religious establishment clung to the Law as a means to the end of 
perfection only to reject the one who alone brings perfection.  They longed after the return of 
God’s Shekinah glory only to reject its embodiment.  Their appeal to return to the Law found a 
listening ear and ready reception in the church of Jesus Christ.  The author of Hebrews lays 
down blow upon blow to show the weakness of one and the strength of the other.   
 
What follows, in verses 12 through 22, are the repeated hammer blows pounding the argument 
home and the threat senseless.  If the Law were capable of bring about this perfection, then 
why Jesus? 
 
Second, there is the evidence showing why the Law cannot bring perfection (vv. 12-21) – the 
Law made nothing perfect.   
 
Another priest arises . . . (vv. 12-17).  Verse 13 uses a word meaning “different” (heteros not 
allos).  Jesus, as priest, is a priest but of a different kind than of Aaron or from Levi.  Notice the 
occurrence of this word in Hebrews 7:11, 13, and 15.  Jesus Christ is a priest after a different 
kind. 
 
For, on the one hand . . . (vv. 18-19) – “the setting aside of the weak and useless and the 
bringing in of a better hope.”  Notice the contrast between an indestructible life and weak and 
useless.  They died; He does not (Heb. 7:23)!  Friend, no law can make you perfect either before 
or after your encounter with God.  It is only through Jesus we can draw near to God.  Your 
prayers and fasting, your Bible reading, your good works toward the impoverished, your 



 

 

4 

evangelistic efforts, your regular financial giving and sacrificial living cannot draw you near to 
God (vv. 19-22).  Only Jesus can do this and only He does. 
 
He is the only one and only way guaranteeing this better covenant.  He is the better hope and 
agreement between you and God. 
 
He is confirmed with an oath (vv. 20, 21).  The very system some cling to and others wish to 
return to is weak and useless as it relates to perfecting the individual before God, for it is only 
the perfect who can stand blameless before Him. 
 
I really do not understand why anyone would seek to go back to and under any system that 
blocks and clutters our relationship with God that is established by and founded on the person 
and work of Jesus Christ.  Jesus clears the way.  Why would we now place between God and 
ourselves hurdles?  Why would we seek to render tentative and uncertain a relationship that is 
built on the bedrock of Jesus Christ?  Anytime we add to or subtract from the work of Jesus 
Christ, we are running contrary to the message of release to the captive and liberty for the 
oppressed (Luke 4).  Whenever anyone puts on believers the responsibility to maintain what 
God alone secured, we have turned the yoke of Jesus Christ into something that is heavy and 
burdensome (Matt. 11:28-30; 1 John 5:3). 
 
Finally, there is the answer to personal perfection in Jesus Christ (vv. 22-28).  Can you not 
sense and feel the energy in which verse 22 bursts onto the scene?  Jesus Christ is the God-man 
thus the one and only mediator between God and man.2   

 

Why do we feel compelled to add to what Jesus has done?  Does God not put a period where 
we put a question mark (Heb. 7:24)?  Listen to what this might sound like when one is 
confronted by the awesome life ending and soul resurrecting power of the cross? 
 

It seems to me that we focus in the wrong direction when it comes to addressing sin in 
the life of the believer. We naturally tend to address the actual situation or behavior 
because we live out of a desire to “get better” and to “see things improve.” These are 
actually idols that control and ultimately condemn us as we strive to live the Christian 
life.  
 
Many of us, so many of us have lived in graceless environments in the sacred, secular, 
and domestic arenas and we all have that nagging coach called accusation, 
condemnation, and guilt that exists as a voice in the back of our minds. We are tired and 
don’t know we are tired because we have come to accept the performance driven life 
with all its weariness, paranoia, insecurity, self-condemnation as normative. We need to 
hear the gospel in these deeply petrified areas of the heart. There is such a larger 
perspective we need to have as saints and that is our eternal standing before God. I 
believe that each day of the Christian life can be filled with joy to the extent that we by 
God’s grace grasp and contemplate the wonder, the mystery, the [wonderment] that 
Christ became sin for us, that Christ obeyed and kept perfect works that God credited to 
us, that because God condemned Christ for our sin, He cannot condemn us ever, etc. As 
we rejoice and rest in knowing that God has completely and fully justified us In Christ 
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and at the expense of the life of His Son, we find a wider and more expansive reality in 
which to walk around, graze, play, run, jump, rest, and enjoy life.3  

 
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the completion of the Blood Picture.  
The former commandment was weak and useless as it relates to perfection for this was not its 
design.  It is not weak and useless in the carrying out of its purpose.  What Jesus does is fulfill 
the previous covenant.  He fulfills and completes the promises made by God to save His 
people from their sins.  He abides forever in this role (Heb. 7:24). 
 
Jesus Christ stands alone in the role He fulfills.  Only an eternal Savior can bring an eternal 
salvation.  Only a forever priest can offer a forever placation of God’s justice.  This is who 
Jesus is and this is what Jesus does.  No one and nothing can compare with Him.  No one 
and nothing can replace Him. 
 
When I read verses 25-28 I am simply overwhelmed.  What words might I utter that would 
confuse and cloud our thinking?  Only the Holy Spirit can break through our thinking to 
capture our minds and arrest our emotion.  Jesus Christ is it! 
 
Verses 26 through 28 are a summary of what has been said.  Can you not sense the build up 
brought about by the author?  Such a statement is read as a trembling whisper overwhelmed 
by awe and/or shouted from the roof tops by the breathless voice of the released. 
 
Can we not sense a degree of foolishness to be received by those who would even ponder the 
returning to a weak and useless system that was designed not for perfection but for pointing? 
 
We have spent much energy and emotional resources pondering many things, but this one 
thing is needful – Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.  It is because He is 
perfect that He can make perfect those who are wanting as they stand before the Judge of all 
humanity. 
 
Friend, to what or to whom are you looking?  His name is Jesus.  Everything else will leave 
you wanting.  Friend, there are always two paths before you.  One will lead to an attempt at a 
performance-based acceptance before God and the other will lead to and through the cross to 
the resurrected life.  A choice sits in front of us every day of our lives.  Listen to how a friend 
of my captured the differences. 
 

"Once for All" (Sort of) 
Free from the law, oh happy condition! 

The dangers of grace will lead to perdition; 
God is not pleased if you don't perform-- 

"Obey the rules." [You’ve now] been warned. 
 

Refrain: 
Once for all--oh, how to receive it? 
Once for all--oh, how to believe it? 



 

 

6 

Cling to performance, make sure you don't fall, 
God will accept you, so give it your all. 

 
Free from the law, oh I am excited! 

I am self-righteous and God is delighted. 
I mind what I do, and mind what I say; 

Make sure that grace never gets in the way. 
 

Refrain 
 

Free from the law, oh the burden is lifted! 
I'm working hard, while others have drifted. 
If I stay the course, then God [will accept] me; 

My [legalism] is not sla-ve-ry. 
 

Refrain 
 

Free from the law, oh how I'm frustrated! 
They're living by grace and they are elated. 

Radical freedom and beautiful rest; 
Living by grace truly seems blessed.4 

 
O my friends, Jesus Christ offered up Himself (v. 27). HE OFFERED UP HIMSELF!!  I AM 
BOWED DOWN AND HUMBLED BEFORE SUCH THOUGHT.  The magnitude of His action 
in my behalf cripples me from movement.  Are we not silenced before such holiness? 
 
The day will come when you will find yourself frail and failing in health.  The day will come 
when death’s cold presence will begin to creep into your soul and the negating voice of doubt 
will be an unwelcome visitor.  In that dark day when you become aware of the valley of the 
shadow of death in which you live and through which you pass you will find comfort in an 
eternal high priest who ever lives for you.  You will find comfort knowing this journey is not 
the end all in answering the question of personal perfection when you stand before God 
Almighty who is the Creator and Judge of all things.  Your answer can only be the one and 
only begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ. 
 
I have only one plea and His name is Jesus.  Do you know Him?  Friend, fall in love with Jesus. 
                                                 

1 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Hebrews 7:11. 
2 “This solemn, unchangeable oath of God was Jesus made a surety, a mediator, one who brings the two 

parties together, witnesses the contract, and offers the covenant sacrifice on the occasion.” Adam Clarke’s 
Commentary on Hebrews 7:22.  “There may be a play on the word eggizô in verse Heb 7:19. Egguaô is to give a 
pledge, eggualizô, to put a pledge in the hollow of the hand. It is not clear whether the author means that Jesus is 
God's pledge to man, or man's to God, or both. He is both in fact, as the Mediator (ho mesitês, Heb 8:6) between 
God and man (Son of God and Son of man).”  A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Hebrews 7:22. 

3 A shared email between Jason Thompson and Greg Neu as written by Jason Thompson on 11/12/ 2012 at 
12:30pm. 

4 An email from Giles Litzner on Sun 10/21/2012 8:55 AM. 


